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2003 : The Board: WSS’s  10th Anniversary Board meeting in West Palm Beach Florida. 

 

Pentecost Greetings and Blessings to the WSS Faithful ! 

This Year of Faith introduced by His Holiness Pope Emeritus  
Benedict XIV on October 11, 2011, speaks of faith as a journey that 
leads us to Jesus, by the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Thus, I start 
this greeting with our community welcome “Live in the Holy Spirit.” 
It is time we rejoice in the Church Mission of Evangelization and 
how every one baptized is called to participate fully in this task. 

Like the Apostle Andrew, who went to search for his brother Peter 
and brought him to Jesus - we too are called to invite others to 
come and meet Jesus, the Prince of Love and Peace. My friends, we 
thank God for his many gifts, blessings, forgiveness and the Holy 
Eucharist where we encounter Christ in a very special way in our 
life. 

We can again thank God in a very special way for the gift of our 
new Pontiff Francis, the Humble Pope as many call him. Dear 
friends, let us enter fully into the joys of Easter, Pentecost and the 
celebration of our Risen Christ!  

On behalf of the entire ALCP I wish to thank you all for being so 
special to us, for being such great and faithful stewards in sharing 
your time, talents, treasure and selves with us, especially in sup-
porting the young priestly vocations for the Church. Within these 20 
years of WSS, since it was born in 1993, you’ve been collaborators 
on our missionary activities in the Church.  Thank you so much for 
your love to the vocations and reaching out to the poor. 

I am looking forward to welcoming you all at beautiful Seaside, 
Oregon for our WSS Annual meeting in September 2013. May God’s 
blessings be with us as we enter fully in to the mystery and the cele-
bration of Easter and Pentecost. As always I will keep you and your 
intentions in all of my Masses. 
 
Rev. Fr. Nicholas Nilema,  
ALCP/OSS Co-Founder WSS 

2010 : Fort Wayne, Indiana: WSS Annual Board Meeting & ALCP Annual Retreat. K of C 
First Degree for ALCP Fathers serving in the United States. At the University of St. Francis.  

1993 : The Very Beginning, at a Fundraising Event in Portland Oregon 



We are overjoyed to announce that this August, by your 
faithful generosity, Deacon Paul Kwaang’ and Deacon 
Peter Chacha Mwikwabe will be ordained priests! In 
addition, Deacon Michael Udebuani of Nigeria will be 
ordained this summer—solely by your support. 
 

Seminarian Thaddeus Ilechukwu, the nephew of Fr.  
Pius, a beloved Indiana pastor, is one year away from his 
deaconate. A year after that he will be also ordained. 
They pray daily for you, your family, and your intentions. 
Once ordained, they will pray for you at every mass as 
their faithful benefactors.  
 

These men rely entirely on the generosity of the  
Catholic community. Please continue to give generously. 
There are many more men waiting to enter the  
seminary but cannot due to a lack of funding. Please tell 
a friend or family member about WSS today. God is 
sending us the vocations, and we need to fund them! 
 
 
 
 

In 2013 our goal is to fund 12 seminarians. Between now 
and October, we need to raise $39,000 to accomplish 
this: $33,000 for the ALCP Fathers in Tanzania and 
$6,000 for our two sponsored Seminarians in Nigeria. 
 

To date we have raised $4,000 for the Nigerian Seminari-
ans. For the Apostolic life community of priests we have 
raised $6,300. So this leaves us 5 months until tuition is  
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2012 : Welcoming Bishop Okeke of Nigeria with WSS Faithful Fort Wayne 
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due. There’s no better way to fund the culture of life globally & save souls! 
 

 
 

 

July 27th is our 2nd annual RUN FOR FAITH to fund third world 
seminarians. It will be held in Fort Wayne Indiana at the Univer-
sity of St. Francis! Don’t miss it! You can pre-register on our 
website for $20, www.SeminarianSupport.com , or DONATE if 
you are not able to run in the race. The race is put on by the 
WSS Future Board—the young adult action arm of Worldwide 
Seminarian Support consisting of 16 members across 6 states. 
Our 20th Anniversary WSS Annual Board Meeting will be held 
this September 20-22nd in Seaside Oregon.  You are all invited! 
It will be a great time of fellowship, fun, planning and spiritual 
reflection. Seaside is a great family vacation destination! All of 
the ALCP priests serving in the USA will be in attendance. More 
details on Facebook, or www.SeminarianSupport.com . Contact 
us with any questions! E: Ben@MyAdvocateFinancial.com  

1999:Fr. Amedeus Macha, fmr. ALCP Superior General, on site at the build-
ing of the ALCP seminary in Morogoro Tanzania. Sponsored in part by WSS 

2009 : Fr. Seamus Murtaugh, a crucial early supporter of WSS. Palm Beach 
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How exciting is the Pentecost story in the second chapter of the Book of Acts! 
On that day, the HOLY SPIRIT descended on the Apostles and the Catholic 
Church was born. The Apostles boldly began to proclaim the resurrected Jesus 
as the Way, the Truth and the Life! What an exciting time- and what a gift we 
all have in the Holy Spirit! On February 13, 1993 the Holy Spirit inspired Fr 
Nicholas Nilema, the first ALCP Priest from Tanzania to serve in Portland, Ore-
gon, and John L. Becker, Jr., to form Worldwide Seminarian Support (WSS) with 
the mission of raising funds to help educate Catholic seminarians in East Africa 
and India. The other Founders were John Becker, Sr., Will Becker, Ron Becker, 
and Grant Yozamp. In 1993, the cost for one seminarian was $1000; our goal 
was to raise $10,000 to fund 10 ALCP seminarians. We reached that goal! 
 

During these twenty years, WSS has been blessed by your contributions and 
prayers to help fund 48 seminarians to the ALCP Priesthood.  WSS has provid-
ed partial funding for the Morogoro, Tanzania seminary. We’ve built a well, 
assisted with funding a medical facility, contributed greatly to cover construc-
tion costs of the ALCP Bendel Memorial School. A Worldwide Seminarian Sup-
port Endowment Fund has been established. WSS has also been providing 
funding for two Nigerian Seminarians who will be ordained next year! We 
thank the Holy Spirit for providing us the opportunity to put our faith into 
action! Twenty years have passed, and there continues to be an abundance of 
vocations to the Priesthood in Africa and India. During that time, tuition costs 
have increased to $3300 per year. By the Grace of God,  Worldwide Seminarian 
Support is still combining the efforts of hundreds of faithful Catholics in the 
United States to help men of East Africa and India devote their lives to Christ 
and His Church by becoming Priests in the Apostolic Life Community (ALCP).  
 
Every WSS benefactor has been covered by the prayers of the ALCP Priests 
these past 20 years; we all are blessed by our involvement because we put our 
“Faith in Action” by funded seminarians to the Priesthood. Please continue to 
pray for more Holy Priests so the Sacraments will be available to strengthen 
the people of GOD and bring the Good News of salvation to our World! Will 
you continue to help us fund the abundance of seminarians in Africa and India 
through Worldwide Seminarian Support? May the Holy Spirit bless our next 
twenty years!  
 
  John L. Becker Jr. , Founding President—Fort Wayne, Indiana              
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1995 : The Second Annual Board Meeting in Seaside, Oregon 

2008 : Annual Board Meeting at Notre Dame, South Bend Indiana 

2005 : Cardinal Levada (past assistant to Pope Emeritus Benedict) at 
ALCP Retreat in Portland Oregon with WSS Benefactors 
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The election of Pope Francis as successor to Pope Benedict XVI on March 13 was thoroughly unantici-
pated, but as the new pontiff has settled in to the petrine ministry, the wisdom of the College of Cardinals 
in their choice has become most evident.  
 

Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, a native of Buenos Aires, had served as Archbishop of Buenos Aires 
since 1998, and had combined a deeply humble and pastoral style with a commitment to the needs of his 
flock, especially the weakest, most vulnerable, poorest and forgotten. He was thus powerfully committed 
to the prophetic proclamation of the teachings of the Church in the area of human dignity, from concep-
tion to natural death. These characteristics of his leadership have been on vivid display since his election 
and his first address to the city and the world, “urbi et orbi,” from the loggia of St. Peter’s Basilica.  
 

He has already lived up to his namesake, St. Francis of Assisi. He has famously stopped to bless the 
handicapped and has talked about the poor in spirit and the need for the Church to be poor. But he has 

also challenged Catholics everywhere to follow his example. To be made uncomfortable, to embrace humility, not to humiliate or 
punish the rich, but because we become more like Christ when, as Mother Teresa declared, we see “Christ in his most distressing 
disguise” – the sick, the broken, the deformed and the handicapped. Note well what Pope Francis makes clear: the two are united, 
for our love for the forgotten and the sick must flow from our defense of human dignity, of natural law and the sanctity of marriage 
and life. - Dr. Matthew Bunson is Editor of The Catholic Answer magazine, as well as the Editor of Our Sunday Visitor’s Catholic Almanac and numerous other excellent Catholic 

books on the Church. We are honored and blessed to have him as a Worldwide Seminarian Support Board Advisor. 
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the ALCP Fathers. You made expansion of Catholic education pos-
sible, bringing the name of Christ and the Gospel to children of 
all faiths. In combination with seminarian funding, we raised 
over $100,000 last year. It is so encouraging to see the mission 
growing, the youth taking up the torch, and the faithful rising to 
the need that is presented by an overabundance of vocations in 
Africa. Will you please send your check today? We need more 
priests! 
 

Pentecost Greetings! 
 

Christ is risen! Salvation has been won for 
us. As Christians, this is such a joyous season, 
and an important time to show our gratitude 
for all the Lord has done for us. It is a debt 
we can never repay. We have such  
abundance in this country, such blessings– 
we have an obligation to give back! 
 

Last year we raised $70,000 for the Multi-
Purpose Building at the Bendel Memorial 
Catholic School in Soweto, Tanzania run by  

Jason Turk , Chairman—Hobe Sound Florida 

2013: Above is the groundbreaking for the Multi Purpose Catholic School Building in 
Moshi Tanzania built by your generosity. Below is the flyer for the RUN FOR FAITH 2013 

being held in Fort Wayne Indiana by WSS to benefit seminarian tuition.  

1995: John Becker Sr. WSS visiting ALCP in Tanzania  
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